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Provincial Surveys and Harry Collinge High School

You may have recently seen news-
paper articles on Provincial
Achievement Tests (PATS) or
changes to the Grade 12 Diploma
Exams. Both PATs and Diploma
Exams contribute to the Account-
ability Pillar, a tool used by Alberta
Education to evaluate how well the
education system is meeting the
expectations of parents and the
public. All parents want to know
that their children are receiving a
quality education. Grades are im-

portant but there is

more to it than that. £
A quality education v
helps all children 4

make the most of
their talents and abilities.

The Accountability Pillar uses a set
of 16 indicators consisting of sur-
veys of students, parents and
teachers on various aspects of
quality; student outcomes such as
dropout and high school comple-
tion rates; and provincial assess-
ments of student learning.

From January to the end of Febru-
ary, Alberta Education will be con-
ducting the annual Accountability
Pillar Survey. In January, parents
of students in grades 4, 7 and 10
(change to grades 4-12 if applica-
ble) will receive a survey from Al-
berta Education. In February, stu-
dents in grades 4, 7 and 10
(change to grades 4-12 if applica-
ble) and all teachers will be com-

pleting their surveys online at
school.

All surveys are anonymous and
ask questions about experiences
with this school. In addition to Eng-
lish and French, the parent survey
is available in Mandarin, Canton-
ese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot,
Cree, Korean, Spanish and Taga-
log.

As an annual check-up on the edu-
cation system, the Accountability
Pillar provides an opportunity for
Alberta Education and school au-
thoritiesto ensuret hat wed
ping students for success. Your par-
ticipation in the survey helps, so we
encourage you to return your survey
promptly.

Survey results will be available to
jurisdictions in May 2010, and will
be reported publicly by jurisdictions
as part of their 3-Year Education
Plans and Annual Education Re-
sults Reports.

Todd Schmekel

Principal

Harry Collinge High School
780-865-2521
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Volleyball

'A' girls volleyball team for

in the GYAC competition
held on Tuesday, November
17th in Edaon. The girls fin-
ished first in their pool by
splitting their first match with
Holy Redeemer, and then
defeating Niton in two
straight sets. In the semi-
finals the girls also took two
straight sets from Parkland
Composite High School, but
were unable to defeat Grand
Trunk in the gold medal
match. High fives go to
Brooke Strandlund, Jane
Sunderwald, Raleigh Kowal-
chuk, Darby Kowalchuk,
Anna Lee, Nicole Burkart,
Kelsey Pagely, Leah Sten-
house, Shayla Lalonde and

coach Chelsea Mullan.
The senior girls' volleyball

team hosted twelve teams in
the '3A' zones on November

Congratulations to the Junior

bringing home a silver medal

Montana Miller and assistant

HCHS SPORTS

20 & 21st. The Rockies, who
were ranked tenth, earned a
7th place finish by defeating
Onoway and Drayton Valley
and forcing a 3rd set in the
matches against Edson and
Whitecourt. Well done Han-
nah Hashimoto, Erika
Friesen, Katie McLeod, Kel-
sey Pleckaitis, Chelsea Mul-
lan, Kaley Peeling, Alyssha
Whitford, Kim Casemore,
Stephanie Watson, Jenny
Engerdahl and Brittany Oba-
yashi. Special thanks are
extended to Bryan Keith who
assisted with the coaching
duties and to Mr. Leis who
worked tirelessly this season
to promote volleyball at all
levels at Harry Collinge High
School. Farewell to the
grade 12 players and thank
you for 5 wonderful years of
volleyball.

Basketball

The senior girls basketball
team has gotten off to a
Rocky start, slipping to 2
wins and 3 losses. In their
last tournament, the Arby's
Ultimate Challenge in Hinton
the team won the Bronze
medal defeating Bawlf (the
6th ranked 2A team in the
Province) 58-48. Jordan
MacLean led the way with 21
points, followed by Paige
Kammermayer with 12,
Rachelle Rowles 8 and Tay-
lor Hynes 7. The team plays
next in Ponoka Jan 8,9th.

WIN 1 oF 3 $10.00

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Return this portion of the
newsletter to the office with
your name and a parents
signature and phone # for
your entry to win 1 of 3
$10.00 Gift Certificates
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musi cal

| STUDENTSO NION NEWS

December was a very busy month for the St
our Winter Formal dance. We would like to thank the Parent Council for arranging our
venue, the Hinton Community Centre, the many volunteer chaperones who gave up their

time to supervise the event, and all the students who dressed their best and attended. It

was a fabulous evening. Al so in the mont
Christmaso fundraiser. We would Iike to
rai ser. Mme. Smithodés grade 10/11 class d
Grochol ski 6s Grade 96s were a close secor

the Hinton Community Cancer Centre. In our final week of school before the break, we
held daily lunchtime activities as a part
to our Christmas Assembly, where students were recognized for their talents, hobbies

and contributions to the atmosphere at Harry Collinge. A very cool game of blindfolded
chairs followed Ty Lehneds musi c4g
his showcase at the assembly. We are looking forward to a New Year full of refreshing
ideas and team-building activities.
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.The first semester is quickly
coming to an end and exam
week is scheduled for the week
of January 25-29 for grades 8 to
11. Grade 12606s
Alberta Education Diploma Ex-
ams this week with the written
portion of English 30 on January
14 and Social 30 on January 15.
Semester Two will begin Febru-
ary 1%, Student timetables are
set for second semester but if
you have concerns please con-
tact us at the school.

Students in grades 10 and 11
should be earning a minimum of
20 credits each semester. When
you receive
card you should check and see
if your child has indeed earned
20 credits and is proceeding
through their high school pro-
gram as planned. If your child
brings home a report card with
less than 20 earned credits you
may wish to have a discussion
with them and perhaps call the
counsellors at the school to re-

view your chil
program.
Grade 1206s are

a minimum of 35 credits in their
grade 12 school year so are
allowed one spare in the semes-
ter of their choice. If a student is

your

do
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GUIDANCE NEWS

registered in a grade 12 course
that has an Alberta Education
Diploma Exam the student can
expect to receive their marks
mdiléd ditealyto their home t i
from Alberta Education some-
time around February 20.
Courses completed at Harry
Collinge that do not have a Di-
ploma Exam attached to them
will be recorded on their Harry
Collinge report card.

If a student decides to rewrite a
Diploma Exam that is an option
for them. The next writing of
Diploma Exams is in June, and
that is followed with an August
writinfg.i Ifla dt@dent waetpto r t
rewrite an exam there is a regis-
tration process and a rewrite fee
paid to Alberta Education. If you
require more information please
call the school.

Exam time can be a stressful
time for students. Parents may
be a huge support system to
their children by helping to moni-
tor their schedules at this time. If
gou dan sptta stady time wHere
your child is expected to review
their mates &nd studyofor examsn
it will impress upon your child
the importance of establishing
good study habits. At a work-
shop | attended last fall the

n

speaker, a university psycholo-
gist, said studies had proven the
one single factor that improved
student marks was sulfficient
gjeep. If this is true then as a
parent perhaps you can make
sure your child is getting that
required sleep at this time. Start
nowidonot
of exams! Diet and exercise are
two other important factors. Eat-
ing properly and understanding
the connection between mind
and body can improve perform-
ance. Some of these techniques
need to be practiced over time
but there is no better time to
begin than now.

If we can be of assistance
please feel free to contact us at
the school. Best wishes as you
establish those good study hab-
its that will assist you throughout
your years of schooling.

Sharon Armstrong and
Jeff Baxter

Counsellors

Introduction To Acting On Stage with Natalie Forcier

You always wanted to act?

If you are a teen or adult, we have a 6 weeks Workshop just for you! By the end of this workshop, you
will learn how to work with a scene partner and have a monologue polished and audition ready.

To register please contact Cassandra at 780-865-2200 or come see us at the Guild!

Price:

$160.00 adults and $100.00 students

6 Sessions of two hours starting Mondays, January 18, 2010
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